
The Epiphany of the Lord 
 
The Epiphany of the Lord marks a significant moment in the Christian liturgical calendar. 
It commemorates the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles, represented by the visit of the 
Magi.  
 
The term "Epiphany" comes from the Greek word "epiphaneia," meaning "manifestation" 
or "appearance." Traditionally, this feast celebrates the visit of the Magi (wise men from 
the East) to the newborn Jesus, as narrated in the Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 2:1-12). 
This event signifies the inclusion of all nations in the salvation brought by Christ. 
 
The Magi, often depicted as kings, symbolize the acknowledgment of Jesus' divinity by 
the Gentiles. Historically, the feast of Epiphany was celebrated in the early Church as a 
single event with the Nativity, emphasizing the revelation of Christ's identity. In the 
Western Church, it became distinct, while in the Eastern traditions, it also celebrates the 
Baptism of Jesus. 
 
As we reflect on the journey of the Magi, let us consider the significance of their visit and 
what it means for us today. The Magi, guided by a brilliant star, traveled from distant 
lands, driven by a profound desire to seek the truth. Their journey was not just a physical 
one; it was a spiritual quest that teaches us about the importance of seeking Christ in our 
own lives. Just as the Magi followed the star, we too are called to follow the light of 
Christ, especially in times of darkness. 
 
Imagine the scene: these learned men, representing the best of their cultures and 
knowledge, approach a humble stable in Bethlehem. They come not as rulers, but as 
seekers, laying aside their status and pride. This act of humility reminds us that the path 
to Christ requires openness and a willingness to surrender our preconceived notions. 
 
When the Magi arrived, they presented gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Each gift 
carries deep significance: 
 

• Gold, a symbol of kingship, recognizes Jesus as the King of Kings. 
• Frankincense, used in worship, acknowledges His divinity. 
• Myrrh, an oil used for embalming, foreshadows His suffering and death. 

 
These gifts are not just offerings; they represent our own offerings to God. What do we 
bring to the Lord? Are we willing to offer our time, our talents, and our hearts? 
 



As we celebrate this feast, let us also reflect on our own epiphanies—those moments 
when we recognize Christ in our lives. Perhaps it is in the smile of a stranger, the laughter 
of a child, or the comfort of a friend. Each moment calls us to recognize the divine 
presence among us. 
 
In a world filled with division and uncertainty, the message of Epiphany is clear: Christ is 
for everyone. The Magi, as representatives of the Gentiles, remind us that the love of God 
transcends barriers of race, culture, and creed. We are all called to share this love and to 
be light-bearers in our communities. Let us continue to seek Him, to follow His light, and 
to share the joy of His revelation with all whom we meet. Amen! 
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